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REMARKS 

Applicants amend claims 1, 2, and 9. Claims 7-8 and 10-22 are withdrawn. Claims 1-6, 
and 9 are pending, of which claims 1 and 9 are independent. Applicants respectfully submit that 
the pending claims define over the art of record. 

Applicants note with ^predation that the Examinw deans claims 3-6 to recite 
patentable subject matter. 

Objection to the Specification 

The abstract is objected to because of minor informalities, ^plicants amend flio abstract 
to address the Examiner's concern. Applicants respectfiilly request that the Examiner reconsider 
and -withdraw the objection to the specification. 

Objection to the Claims 

Claims 1-2 and 9 are objected to because of minor informalities. Applicants amend the 
claims to address the Examiner's concern. Applicants respectfiilly request that the Examiner 
reconsider and withdraw the objection to the claims. 

riaixn Rdection TTririer ^S TJ.S C. S102 

Claims 1-2 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. §102(b) as being anticipated by 
International Patent PubUcatlonNo. WO 01/78929 (hereafter '929). Applicants respeotfWly 
submit that the '929 reference does not diadoae the limitation that a sub-base that is removably 
attached to the base and a parallel ruler that is removably attached to the base on the side on 
which the sub-base is attached or on the opposite side of the base, together with the sub-base, as 
required by indq>endent claims 1 and 9. 

The '929 reference discloses in Fig. 17 that shoe extensions 190a and 190b can be 
removably attached to base plate 28 via protrusion members 192a and 192b. The Examiner 
contemplates that protrusion members 192a and 192b are equivalents of a parallel ruler of the 
claimed invention. See page 4. item #5. AppUcants respectfiilly disagree. Protrusion members 
192a-b are not able to be used as a ruler because they are fastening means to attach shoe 
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extensions I90a-b to the base plate 28. The '929 reference further discloses that only one of the 
shoe extensions 190a-b can be used to effectively extend the width of the base plate 2S. See '929 
reference at page 10 line 3S-page 1 1 line 2. Hence, only one of the shoe extensions is intended to 
be used with the base plate 28 at any one time. In other words, the '929 reference only teaches 
that one sub-base can be removably attached to the base. However, claims 1 and 9 require that 
both a sub^base and a parallel ruler that can be removably attached to the base. Although the 
*929 reference discloses that a flange 196 that can be used as a rip guide can be included in one 
or both of the shoe extensions 190a and 190b, the '929 reference does not disclose that the 
flange 1 96 can be removably attached to the base. 

Claims 1 and 9 further require that the parallel ruler that is removably attached to (he 
base on the side on which the sub-base is attached or on the opposite side of the base, together 
with the sub-base. Hence, a user can choose in what configuration the sub-base and the parallel 
ruler would be attached to the base. Applicants respectfully submit that the '929 reference does 
not teach this limitation. The '929 reference merely discloses that only one sub-base can be 
removably attach to the base at any one time, The *929 reference does not disclose that both a 
sub-base and a parallel ruler can be both attached to the base, as required by claims 1 and 9. 

Therefore, Applicants respectfully submit that the '929 reference does not disclose each 
and every element and limitation of independ^t claims 1 and 9- Applicants respectfully request 
that the Examiner reconsider and withdraw the rejection of claims 1 and 9, 

Applicants note that dependent claim 2 also recite patentable subject mattar. As such, for 
this and the reasons set forth above, Applicants respectfully submit that claim 2 also define over 
the art of record. 
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In view of the above amendment. Applicants believes the pending application is in 
condition for allowance. 

Applicants believe no fee is due with this statement However, if a fee is due, please 
charge our Deposit Account No. 12-0080, under Order No. IKW-004 firom which the 
undersigned is authorized to draw. 



Dated: April 5, 2006 




Respectfidly submitted. 

"ay 

AntnonyA. Lauri 
Registration No/ 3S,220 
LAHIVE & COCKFIELD, LLP 
28 State Street 

Boston, Massachusetts 02109 
(617) 227-7400 
(617) 742-4214 (Fax) 
Attorney For Applicant 
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